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Stabbings in Japan Fuel Worry Over
Temp Workers

BY HIROKO TABUCHI

TOKYO -- A stabbing rampage by a young factory worker is sparking renewed
concern over a sensitive issue in Japan: the increasing number of low-paid
temporary workers at the disposal of Japan's top corporations.

The suspect, 25-year-old Tomohiro Kato, worked at a factory in central Japan that
assembled cars for Toyota Motor Corp. On Sunday, a week after his factory
announced a downsizing plan, Mr. Kato allegedly plowed into a busy Tokyo street
in a two-ton rental truck, jumped out and attacked pedestrians with a dagger.
Seven people died and 10 others were injured, according to police.

The assailant was ...
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